AHG Troop Basics
Handbooks – 
· Take some time to familiarize yourself with the girl handbook. This is where you track achievements.
Service hours – 
· Time spent serving others (outside the immediate family, not compensated in any other way like being paid) is tracked on page 305 (Tenderhearts), 313 (Explorers), 321 (Pioneer), 322 (Patriot) in the handbooks. 
· Service hours can be completed 
· at home (examples: making cards/gifts for nursing home residents, helping an elderly neighbor, helping a family pack for a move, petsit or babysit, etc.), 
· at church (volunteering in the children’s area, worship service, etc.), 
· with a community group (volunteer at the library or animal shelter, pick up trash in the park, etc.), 
· with the troop
· Family service (helping your immediate family household) does NOT count as service hours in this regard.
· A service star is awarded when the number of hours for that level is reached – 5 TH, 10 EX, 15 PI, 20 PA. 
· Service hours are to be reviewed and signed off by your unit leader
· In order to achieve the Level Award (see below), one service star per year has to be earned.
· Service stars cost $1.00 each.
Badges – 
· Badges are divided into 6 frontiers (categories).
· Badges can be worked on at home or with the troop
· Badges must be reviewed and signed off by your unit leader, and we do this twice a year for two award ceremonies. If you are a leader, another leader must sign off on your daughter’s badges.
· A badge tracking page is also in the handbook on page 306 (TH), 314 (EX), 323 (PiPa)
· When completed, badges can be ordered. Badges cost $3.50 each and must be paid for at the time of ordering.
· To achieve the Level Award (see below), one badge must be earned in each of the frontiers over the course of a girl’s time in that level. That may be one, two, or three years.
Level Awards – 
· Level Awards can be earned in the process of moving up to a new level. Level awards are not required for moving up because girls will automatically advance based on age. But, level awards are a recognizable achievement you can strive for in the process.
· Girls move up to new levels at age 9 (into EX), 12 (into PI), and 14 (into PA). The ages must be reached by Oct 31st to advance that year. 
· The requirements for level awards can be found in the handbook on pages 304 (TH), 311 (EX), 312 (PI), 316 (PA)
· The level award’s requirements encompass many of the program emphases, showing that the girl has participated in the full AHG program experience.
· To assist with completion of the level award, a troop administrator will check in with those moving up and review progress of those pursuing the award.
· To verify completion of a level award, the girl member will interview with a panel of 3-4 adult leaders in what is called the Board of Reviews.
· Level awards are paid for by the troop
Faith Award – 
· The faith award is a requirement for the level award. 
· The Troop Shepherd will lead the troop in completing a faith award as needed for level awards.
· A faith award pin is available for purchase upon completion of a faith award. $8.99
Sports Pins – 
· Information about sports pins can be found in the back of your handbook.
· Requirements are completed in the same way badges are with review and sign-off required by unit leader.
· Colored discs representing number of hours spent in the sport are also available. Tracking these hours is the responsibility of the family.
Patches – 
· Various event and activity patches are awarded at ceremonies based on participation. These are provided by the troop.
AHG Bucks – 
· An incentive program is in place to reward and encourage attendance at troop meetings and the responsibility of keeping up with handbook and uniforms. 
· One buck is rewarded for each 
· Attendance
· Wearing correct uniform for the meeting (either class A or class B – some events don’t require uniform)
· Bringing your handbook (though it’s not needed every meeting, this encourages the habit of knowing where it is and having it when it is needed)

